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lands into three or four classes made by Panchayats. Instructions were given in every case to keep the land assessed on liquor-producing trees distinct from any excise levied on the liquor; it appeared that in Bassein, notwithstanding the existence of farms of the excise, "buddena (a direct levy on trees, which included the right of selling the liquor) was levied as a tax on the land containing the trees rather than as an excise levy; yet the toddy-drawers were allowed to sell liquor as they pleased. Before allowing an extension of this system, which was demoralizing the people in Sal set fee, Government desired to know how it was working in practice.
In January 1843 the appointment of a second Eevenue Commissioner was notified. The Northern Division was to comprise all the Gujarat Collectorates, Thami, and KMndesh, and the Southern Puna, Ahmadnagar, including Nasik, Sholapur, Belgana Dharvficl and Katnagfri. In this year the Sub-collector of Kolaba was reprimanded for giving remissions without sanction to holders of Jchoti villages in Siinksi and Panvel to induce them to give the same to their sub-tenants; Government declared they were no more entitled to remissions than Khotis in Eatnagirf. On account of the abuse of the system, Jtauls (leases for the cultivation of waste) were ordered only to be given by the Collector and his assistants. In 1845 the substitution of biyha rates for dhemp in three villages of Bhiundi received the sanction of Government as moderate. In 1846 the principal revenue measures carried out were revisions in a portion of the Bhiundi and Sanksi sub-divisions, with a reduction of the rates on varkas (hill lands) in Kalyan. Instalments for the collection of revenue were fixed at three annas in the rupee in December, five each in January and Pebruary, and the remaining three in March. In 1847 orders were issued by Government, with a view to preservation of forests, to prevent the indiscriminate lopping of trees for ash-manure that had till then been permitted, and prohibit the cutting afc regards eight of the most vahiable kinds of timber trees; if this gave rise to any great inconvenience, four descriptions, at all events, were to be strictly preserved. This was justified by the fact that in other districts the burning of grasy and shrubs was found to be sufficient for the purpose.